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1775
The royal governor of Virginia, Lord Dunmore, promises freedom to slaves who desert their American masters and fight in the King's service
1775-83
American Revolution
1776
Virginia slave owner Thomas Jefferson writes the Declaration of Independence; in it, he asserts that "all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness"; Jefferson also writes in a draft statement that "the present King of England . . . has waged cruel war against human nature itself, violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty in the persons of a distant people who never offended him, captivating and carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere, or to incur miserable death in their transportation hither," but these words are omitted in the final document
